
JIG SAW SAFETY 
 
Safe Work Procedure 
 
1. Pre-operation inspection and set up 

 Wear appropriate personal protective equipment 

 Disconnect the plug from the power source or remove the battery pack 

from the saw before inspecting, adjusting, cleaning or repairing it. 

 Inspect the saw and power cord for damage prior to each use. 

 Make sure all guards are in place and are working properly. 

 Select the correct saw blade for the stock being cut. 

 Ensure the saw blade is sharp and in good condition. 

 Ensure the blade is properly seated and tightened. 

 Ensure the adjusting key or wrench is removed. 

2. Operation 

 Check the material for any defects such as knots and foreign objects such as 

nails, staples or screws. 

 Inspect the work area for other possible workplace hazards. 

 Secure and support the stock as close as possible to the cutting line to 

reduce vibration. Ensure the bench/platform is clear of the cutting path. 

 Do not overreach. Keep proper footing and balance at all times. 



 Do not start cutting until the saw reaches its full power. 

To start an external cut: 

 Place/rest the front of the shoe on the stock. 

 Make sure that the blade is not in contact with the stock. 

 Hold the saw firmly against the stock and switch the saw on. 

 Feed the blade slowly into the stock maintaining an even forward pressure. 

 To start an inside cut; 

 Drill a lead hole slightly larger than the saw blade. 

 With the saw switched off, insert the blade into the hole until the shoe 

rests firmly on the stock. 

 Do not let the blade touch the stock until the saw has been switched on. 

 Keep the base/shoe in firm contact with the stock. 

 Do not force the saw along a curve; allow the machine to turn with ease. 

 Keep your hand/fingers away from the cutting area. 

 Keep all electrical cords clear of the cutting area. 

 Remember the saw blade cuts on the upstroke. 

 If the blade gets stuck, then stop the saw, unplug it and safely remove the 

blade. 

 



 Allow the saw to come to a complete stop before withdrawing the blade. 

 Be aware of sawdust and debris from cutting. 

 When finished, unplug the power cord or remove the battery pack, remove 

the saw blade and clean up the debris. 


